
MEROITICA 11 – Gerald M. Browne: Introduction to Old Nubian 

1 Orthography 1 

1.1 Alphabet 1 

1.2 Punctuation 1 

1.3 Supraliteration 1 

1.4 Abbreviations 2 

2 Phonology 3 

2.1 Vowels and diphtongs 3 

2.2 Consonants 3 

2.3 Assimilation of sonorants 5 

2.4 Assimilation of other consonants 5 

2.5 Ellision of vowels, λ und P 5 

2.6 -λ > P- 7 

2.7 Simplification of geminates 7 

2.8 Gemination of simple consonants 7 

2.9 -λ- before postpositions 7 

2.10. Juncture vowel 7 

2.11 Vowel harmony 7 

2.12 Metathesis 8 

2.13 Accentuation 8 

3 Morphology 9 

3.1 Lack of gender 9 

3.2 Lack of definite article 9 

3.3 Substantives 9 

3.4 Adjectives 11 

3.5 Plural formation 11 

3.6 “Case inflection” 13 

3.7 Pronouns 18 

3.8 Numbers 21 



3.9 Verbs 22 

3.10 Postpositions 32 

3.11 Conjunctions 37 

3.12 Adverbs 37 

3.13 Interjections 37 

4 Syntax 39 

4.1 Simple sentences 39 

4.2 Interrogative sentences 40 

4.3 Complex sentences 40 

4.4 Compound sentences 40 

4.5 Substantival converters 41 

4.6 Adjectival converters 41 

4.7 Adverbial converters 43 

4.8 -α of direct discourse 46 

4.9 Word order 47 

5 Selections for reading 48 

5.1 Lectionary 112.18-113.14 (Matthew 2:1–4) 48 

5.2 Revelation 14:6–15 50 

6 Bibliography 57 

 


